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The security risks of the research outweigh the potential benefits of the finding. To begin with, the genetically engineered strain of the mouse pox in the study not only killed normal mice but it also killed the mice that had been vaccinated against the disease. This is a terrific biological weapon that can be used by bioterrorist in controlling the human population.  As much as the mouse pox virus and the research and modifications on the Interleukin 4 has no direct relationship to the human body and the primate fraternity, the findings and procedures in the research study are clearly outlined (New scientist, 2010). And thus, it gives bioterrorists the knowledge on how to modify a virus to an extent that it is resistant to its antiviral. In such a case, introducing the virus to the society would be easy and very fatal leading to the death of many human beings. 
Secondly, the security risks in the study are greater than the potential benefits based on the fact that mice cannot be tamed. Unlike other animals like cattle which can be confiscated in a certain area, mice roam from homesteads into the forest. During this process, they interact with various animals; human beings being one of them. Upon interaction with other animals, the virus may bring about an altered genetically engineered virus which may later affect humans and it will be difficult to control it. Due to the high susceptibility of the wild population and uncertainty in the ability to affect humans after alteration, the risk involved is greater than the benefit.  
Lastly, looking at the ultimate goal of the experiment, it was aimed at developing a way to mitigate the reproduction of ice an alternative to killing mice in the future. Mice have been a nuisance and concern to farmers mostly in Australia. Most farmers use poison to kill the mice and their farms and products remain untouched or minimally affected. In the presence of this poisons, of what importance would it be to release a genetically engineered virus whose ability to control its outcomes are unknown? The current use of poisons has no known effect on the human population. It is on this basis that the security risks of the research outweigh the benefits of the finding. 

Role of media and scientists in the research

Both the media and scientists played a significant role in the research and spread of information about the mouse pox virus. The scientists were responsible for the discovery of the genetically engineered virus in mice (New scientist, 2010). Through their experiments, trial through control experiments, they were able to discover the nature of the virus, modify the Interleukin 4, as well as its effects if used in controlling the mice population. The scientists were also responsible for writing a publication about their experiment and findings. The Gene Manipulation Advisory Committee which was responsible for regulation scientific publications also played a role in allowing the publication to be made.
On the other hand, the media also played a significant role in spreading information about the virus (New scientist, 2010). For example, Rachel Nowak, a journalist from New Scientist wrote an article about the virus which greatly spread information leading to a publicity that the scientists who made the research did not expect.  The publication was read by many people. 
Despite of the negative findings of the research, I believe that it was important that the research was done. The negative outcomes were entirely unexpected and as scientists, its only through experiments, trials and research that cures and important vaccines are discovered. The scientists are more responsible for elevating the threat unlike the media. After their findings, the scientists would have met and discussed the entire experiment and its results. Bearing the huge amount of security risks, the experiment should have remained confidential and it should not have been published limiting the number of people who had access to it.
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